
 
 

Regulation on the second cycle of studies of the Faculty of Economics of the 
University of Algarve 

 
 

Article 1 
Master's degree 

 

1 - Master's degree is awarded to those who demonstrate: 
 

a) To possess knowledge and comprehension at a level which: 
 

i) Develops and deepen them on the basis of the knowledge acquired in the 1st cycle level: 

ii) Allows and form the basis of development and/or original programs, in many cases in the 
context of research. 

 

b) To know how to apply their knowledge and ability of understanding and solving problems arising in 
unfamiliar and new situations, in broad and multidisciplinary contexts, even when related to their 
study field;  

 

c) Capacity to integrate knowledge, deal with complex situations, develop solutions or issuing 
judgments in limited or incomplete information situations, including reflections on the ethical and 
social  implications and responsibilities that arise or condition those solutions and judgments; 

 

d) Be able to communicate their conclusions and the knowledge and reasoning underlying them, either 
to experts or non experts, in a clear and unambiguous way; 

 

e) Have the skillfulness that will allow them to have a lifelong learning, in a mainly self-oriented or 
autonomous way. 

 

2 - The University of Algarve grants the master degree upon approval in all the curricular units that 
integrate the 2nd Cycle Studies Plan. This includes the public act of presenting the final paper made in 
the Dissertation curricular unit, which integrates a scientific nature dissertation or an original project 
thesis, specifically made with this purpose, or a professional nature internship subject of a report. 

 
Article 2 

Course components, length and corresponding ECTS credits 
 

1 - The 2nd Cycle courses leading to obtain a master academic degree are organized as follows: 
 

a) A specialization course, consisting of an organized set of curricular units, named as Masters Course, 
with the crediting of 60 ECTS, which can have a length of four trimesters, three quarters or two 
semesters; 

b) A final paper made specifically towards this end, in the fields of the respective dissertation curricular 
unit (referred to in nr. 2 of the previous Article), worth 60 ECTS if its duration is of two semesters, or 
33 ECTS when its length is one semester. 

c) According to the dispositions of Order RT.033/2011, the pre-Bologna graduates that are recognized 
to continue their studies between the 1st cycle and the master’s course and have a relevant 
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professional experience in the field of the Course can present a professional activity report as a 
means to complete the Dissertation curricular unit. 

 

2 - To conclude the cycle of studies, the master’s student can make, at the most, four yearly applications, 
adjournment not allowed. 

 

3 - Should the Cycle of studies not be concluded within the deadlines referred to in the previous number 
the master’s student must come forward with a new application to the Cycle of Studies, and his 
previous academic education can be credited. Exception being made to the cases in Article 7 of the 
Regulation of Second and Third Studies Cycles of the University of Algarve 

 
Article 3 

Access and admission conditions 
 

1 - The following may apply for the cycle of studies to attain the master degree:  
 

a) Holders of an university graduate degree or equivalent; 

b) Holders of a foreign superior academic degree granted pursuant to a 1st cycle of studies, organized 
according to the principles of the Bologna Process by an Acceding State. 

c) Holders of a foreign superior academic degree recognized by the Scientific Council of the Faculty as 
fulfilling the objectives of the university degree; 

d) Holders of a scientific and professional curriculum recognized by the Scientific Council of the Faculty 
as attesting capability to engage in this studies cycle. 

 

2 - The recognition referred to in subparagraphs b) to d) of number 1 has one only effect, the access to the 
cycle of studies to attain the masters degree and does not grant the holder the equivalence or 
recognition of that degree. 

 

3 - Curricular units or module courses organized in the framework of pre-Bologna graduations, of after 
graduation programs, as well as curricular units or modules organized in the framework of upgrading, 
specialized training or improvement courses can be declared or recognized as equivalents of the same 
level and credited for the sole purpose of pursuing studies by reasoned opinion approved by the 
Scientific Council of the faculty. 

 
Article 4 

Quantitative limitations and Schedule 
 

1 - The Faculty Director shall set the number of vacancies for each edition of the master’s degree. 
 

2 - Application deadlines, registration and enrolment, as well as the academic calendar of each edition of 
the course shall be set by the Faculty Director, having heard the remaining bodies of the Faculty, in 
accordance with the principles laid down by the UAlg.  

 
Article 5 

Formalizing applications 
 

1 - The application procedure must be delivered in the 2nd Cycle Courses Supporting Secretariat of the 
Faculty of Economics, accompanied by the following documents: 

 

a) Application form; 
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b) Academic qualifications certificate with the curricular units grades and certificate of completion of 
first cycle (university degree) or certificate attesting the granting of equivalences/recognition of 
qualifications, in the case of foreign academic qualifications; 

c) Photocopy of the identity document (citizens card, identity card or passport); 

d) Photocopy of taxpayer card; 

e) A passport-size color photograph; 

f) A photocopy of the curriculum vitae. 
 

2 - Applicants who hold an academic degree obtained in UAlg will be exempted from presentation of the 
document referred to in the first part of subparagraph (b) of the preceding paragraph, the same being 
replaced by a statement issued by the Academic Services, only for internal circulation. 

 

3 - Applicants to the master's course with a pre-Bologna university degree who wish to see recognized the 
continuity of its 1st cycle education regarding the course to which they apply must additionally 
complete a requisition for that purpose and deliver the programs of the 1st cycle units they hold. 

 

4 - Applicants to the master's course must still proceed with the payment of an application fee, whose 
amount shall be fixed annually by the Faculty Director. 

 

5 - The Faculty of Economics will notify the selected candidates, letting them know the result of the 
selection process and informing them on the deadline to carry out their enrolment and registration in 
the Academic Services - Advanced Training Division. Holders of a pre-Bologna university degree that 
required the inclusion of their registration under the dispositions of Order RT. 033/2011 will also have 
knowledge of the result of the analysis of their process. 

 
Article 6 

Conditions for enrolment and registration 
 

1 -  In each school year, registration and enrollment of the candidates accepted by the Course Direction are 
completed in specific forms to be provided by the Academic Services of the University of Algarve - 
Advanced Training Division, within deadlines defined by Rector Order. 

 
2 - The enrolment and registration process will be accompanied by the documents already delivered with 

the application, which the Faculty of Economics will refer to the Academic Services, to which the 
applicant should add: 

 

a) Registration form duly completed; 

b) Certificate of completion of first cycle course (university degree) containing the classifications of 
units, or documentary evidence of the recognition referred to in subparagraphs a) to d) of 
paragraph 1 of article 3; 

c) Photocopy of personal health booklet with a valid tetanus vaccine; 

d) Two color photographs; 

e) Registration and school insurance payment; 

f) Payment of registration fee and corresponding tuition amount; 
 

3 - Applicants with a pre-Bologna degree, accepted to the master's course, which see recognized the 
continuity of its formation of 1st cycle in relation to the course will have to attend at most 20 ECTS of 
the master’s specialization course. The Course Direction shall information them about the units that 
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they will be attending, before they proceed to their registration with the Academic Services of the 
University of the Algarve. 

 
Article 7 

Tuition and fees 
 

1 - Without prejudice to the exemptions provided for in law situations or in rector order, application and 
registration fees and fees for enrolment and for the frequency of 2nd cycle are due. 

 

2 - The amount of tuition, tuition fees and respective payment schemes shall be set by the Direction of the 
Faculty, having regard to the principles laid down by the UAlg. 

 

3 - Failure to pay and unwarranted fees timely requires the immediate suspension of the course 
attendance. 

 

4 - In case of In case of cancellation no refund of the fee paid.  
 

5 - Upon proposal of the Course Directions and having heard the Scientific Council, the Faculty Director has 
the competence to award merit scholarships which are translated in partial or total exemption from 
payment of tuition fees 

 
Article 8 

Operation and evaluation of curriculum units 
 

1 - The person in charge of each curricular unit shall draw up the respective program, to submit to the 
course direction for approval, with the following elements: objectives, contents, indicative schedule of 
academic activities, forms of assessment and recommended bibliography. 

 

2 - The program must spell out the number and type of examinations to be held for approval in the 
curricular unit, respective weights and, if applicable, their date of delivery, the maximum allowable 
extension and the date of presentation or discussion with the teacher. 

 

3 - The assessment in all the curricular units that make up the specialization course will be a written test 
with minimum 60% weight in the final grade. 

 

4 - The evaluation can include other components beyond the individual compulsory written test. These 
evaluation components may have either an optional or compulsory nature. 

 

5 - The grade to obtain on the individual compulsory written test shall be not less than 8.0, when 
considered with other forms of evaluation that exist during the semester, and less than 10 values when 
there are no other elements of evaluation. 
In both cases, obtaining a final grade of less than 10 values implies failure in the curricular unit and 
admission to the Supplementary Season. 

 

6 - If the individual written test is processed as a form of assessment different from that of a written 
examination, the deadline for submission of the test paper will be the scheduled date for the 
completion of the examination of the Normal Season of the curricular unit (as provided for in the school 
calendar to fix in due course). 

 

7 - The regular presence of students in classes is considered a prerequisite for the functioning of the 
course. The minimum school attendance shall be set at 75% of the respective academic times. 
Unjustified absences, in excess of the margin of tolerance considered as acceptable, may result in 
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failure in the respective curricular unit(s). It is the responsibility of the person in charge of each 
curricular unit to report on that matter, the final decision belongs to the direction of the respective 
course. 

8 - The classification obtained in the modules of Descriptive Statistics, Parametric Statistics and non-
Parametric Statistics (optional frequency during the preliminary quarter) may weigh up in the 
classification in a curricular unit that integrates the specialization course in accordance with paragraph 4 
of this article. 

9 - All curricular units will have a Supplementary Season after Normal Season (according to the Academic 
Calendar, to fix in due course). While enrolled in the master's degree, any graduate student may require 
only once examination for grade improvement in each curricular unit. The students who have recourse 
to Supplementary Season, because they have not obtained approval or for the purpose of grade 
improvement, will have to proceed to the respective registration in the 2nd cycle courses Supporting 
Secretariat of the Faculty of Economics, 24 hours before the examination date. If the inscription is for 
grade improvement, they are liable to pay an additional fee per curricular unit, that rate shall be fixed 
by the Advanced Training Division of the Academic Services of the University of the Algarve. 

 

10 - At the Supplementary Season, following the Normal Season, the master will have to repeat the 
individual compulsory written test. However, the grades assigned to the additional assessment 
components that have elapsed during the academic period, may be taken into account in accordance 
with paragraph 4 of this article. This standard rule shall apply similarly in the case of a situation to 
improve the grade. 

 

11 - Grade improvements can still be made in Normal Season or at the Supplementary Season of the next 
edition of the course, if any. In this case, the master will have to repeat the individual compulsory 
written test, which will be equivalent to 100% of his final assessment in the curricular unit. 

 

12 - Each curricular unit will have a final assessment with a rating of 0 to 20 values (rounded to the nearest 
unit) and the corresponding classification at European level. 

 

13 - Enrolment in the Dissertation curricular unit of the 2nd year of the study plan can only be made if the 
student has obtained approval in at least 45 ECTS in the specialization course of the first year of the 
study plan 

 
Article 9 

Dissertation 
 

1 - The Dissertation curricular unit is supervised by a maximum of two doctors or experts of recognized 
merit of the University Algarve of or another institution, national or foreign, or of a research unit. 

 

2 - At least one of the supervisors referred to in the previous paragraph must belong to the University of 
the Algarve 

 

3 - In the case of internships, one of the supervisors will have the functions of supervisor of the internship, 
belonging to the intern's host entity, whose jurisdiction will be set by the internship regulation. 

 

4 - It is the responsibility of the supervisor(s) to supervise the work of the master, supporting it in its 
various development stages. 

 

5 - The master may propose to the course direction, justifying it, a change of supervision, adding to the 
application request a declaration of acceptance of the new supervisor(s). 
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6 - The master, within 20 days after his inscription in the dissertation curricular unit in the Academic 
Services-Advanced Training Division, will deliver its proposal of the work plan to the course direction, in 
which must appear the theme, the work plan and the proposed supervisor(s) and attach a Declaration 
of acceptance of the supervisor(s) proposed. 

 

7 - In the case, justifiably, where the plan is not approved, the master has 15 days after the date of 
notification, to submit a new proposal, again according to the stipulated in the preceding paragraph. 

 

8 - Whenever he wishes to introduce amendments to the proposal, the master must deliver an application 
to the Faculty of Economics, with a declaration of acceptance of the new supervisor(s). 

 
Article 10 

Application for admission to examinations 
 

1 -  It is a prerequisite to apply for admission to the assessing examinations of the final work, to have 
concluded successfully all of the remaining units of the respective master's course 
 

2 - The requirements the master must comply with in the elaboration of the work are defined in annex I. 
 

3 - The application to request the examinations must be submitted to the Academic Services -Advanced 
Training Division, in a form to be provided by these services, until two months after the end of the 
academic year that correspond to the enrolment in this curricular unit. 

 

4 - The application referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be accompanied by: 
 
a) 2 copies of the work in paper form and 8 copies in digital form (PDF);  

b) 8 copies of the curriculum vitae of the candidate in the digital form referred to above; 

c) Favorable opinion of the supervisor(s). 
 

5 - The non-delivery of the work until the above date determines the failure of the master in the respective 
curricular unit. 

 

6 - Masters who fail in the curricular unit to which this article refers may re-enroll in the same unit, subject 
to compliance with the provisions of paragraph 2 of article 2, and upon payment of the prescribed fee 
according to the number of ECTS. 

 
Article 11 

Constitution of the jury 
 

1 - The jury for consideration and discussion of the final work is appointed by the Rector of the University 
of Algarve or by whom he has delegated that competence, in the 30 days after the delivery of the 
respective request for examinations, upon proposal of the Course Direction, having heard the 
supervisor(s), approved in the Scientific Council. 

 

2 - The jury is composed of a maximum of five and a minimum of three doctors or experts of recognized 
merit, including in these numbers the supervisor or supervisors and the internship supervisor in the 
host entity, which cannot establish majority. 

 

3 - The President of the jury is the course director or, from among the professors of the University of the 
Algarve, the teacher with the highest rank, with the exception of the professor-supervisor. 
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4 - If there is only one professor at the University of the Algarve to integrate the jury, he will take the 
presidency, regardless of their status as supervisor 

 

5 - The Constitution of the jury must be given to the candidate within five days, after appointment. 

 
Article 12 

Acceptance of the final work 
 

1 - Meetings previous to the public defense of the work may be: 
 

a) Held in person; 

b) Held by teleconference;  

c) Replaced by issuing reasoned opinions, given that the majority is in favor. 
 

2 - The first jury meeting, when available, will take place within 30 days after their appointment, deciding 
there the acceptance of the work or the recommendation of their makeover. 

 

3 - The President of the jury shall: 
 

a) Set the date of the examinations when there is a majority of favorable opinions to the admission of 
the candidate or convene a meeting if he deems it as necessary; 

b) Send to the candidate, through the Academic Services-Advanced Training Division, in the case of a 
recommendation of reformulation, the opinions that support this decision, and the candidate has a 
period of 90 days, non-extendable, during which he can proceed with the recommended work 
recast (delivering new copies of it in accordance with paragraph 4 of article 10), or declare that he 
wants to keep it as presented. 

 

4 - It is considered as withdrawal of the candidate, and the consequent failure, if exhausted the period 
referred to in paragraph 1, he does not present the recommended recast or does not declare that he 
intends to keep the work as it was initially presented. 

 

5 - Having received the redesigned work or the declaration referred to in the preceding paragraph, the 
President of the jury shall have a public notice published with the date of completion of the 
examinations. 

 

6 - Public examination must take place within 30 days after: 
 

a) The date of the order of acceptance of the work; 

b) The date of submission of the reformulation or the statement that the recast is declined. 

 
Article 13 

Public act of defense 
 

1 - In the public act of defense of the work, if there is a supervisor external to the University, in duly 
justified cases, this supervisor can participate in the same by teleconference. 

 

2 - At the beginning of the public act, the candidate will have up to 20 minutes for presentation of the 
work. 
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3 - Beyond the time referred to in the preceding paragraph, the session cannot exceed 60 minutes, all 
members of the jury can participate and it must be provided to the candidate an identical time to that 
used by the members of the jury. 

 

4 - Completed the discussion of the exam, the jury meets for its appreciation and shall deliberate on the 
final grade of the candidate through a roll call justified vote, abstentions not being allowed and the final 
grade of the exam will be the average of the ratings given by each of the members. 

 

5 - The classification of the Dissertation curricular unit must be equal to or greater than 10 values for the 
candidate to succeed on this curricular unit. 

 

6 - From the jury meetings are drawn up minutes which include the votes of each of its members and the 
appropriate justification. 

 
Article 14 

Final grade 
 

1 - The final grade will be calculated by weighted average, rounded to units (considering the unit as a 
fraction of no less than five tenths), of the classification of curricular units, including the dissertation. 
The weightings are the ECTS assigned to each curricular unit. 

 

2 - The final grade is expressed in the range of 10 to 20, the entire numerical scale of 0 to 20, to which 
correspond the following qualitative details: 

 

a) 10 to 13 values-Satisfactory; 

b) 14 and 15 values – Good; 

c) 16 and 17 values – Very Good; 

d) 18 to 20 values - Excellent. 

 
Article 15 

Certification 
 

1 - A 2nd cycle specialization diploma is granted to the students that succeeded in the course of 
specialization of the master’s course leading to the master’s degree, awarded by the Academic Services 
of the University of the Algarve, it doesn’t grant an academic degree. 

 

2 - Students approved in all the curricular units that integrate the studies plan are awarded the degree of 
master, headed by a course letter issued by the Academic Services of the University of Algarve, 
accompanied by the diploma supplement. 

 
Article 16 

Re-enrollment 
 

1 - Students who have interrupted their studies leading to the master's degree or reached the duration 
stipulated in paragraph 2 of article 2 of this Regulation may apply for re-enrollment. 
 

2 - Re-enrollment application can be submitted at any time and is addressed to the Rector of the University 
of Algarve. 

 

3 - The decision to authorize the application referred to in the preceding paragraphs takes into account the 
operating conditions of the study cycle, as well as the existence of conditions of integration of the 



 
Regulation on the second cycle of studies of the Faculty of Economics of the University of Algarve 9/14 

 

applicants in the study cycle in question and is always preceded by the opinion of the Director of the 
Faculty of Economics 

 
Article 17 

Representation in the institutions of the Faculty 
 

The students' representation in the institutions, composition, competence and mandates from the course 
directions, course directors and course committees are set out in annex II. 
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ANNEX I 
Standards for formatting and submission of Thesis/Project/Report 

 
1 - Structure of the work 

 

1.1. Cover and spine; 

1.2. Cover sheet (similar to cover); 

1.3. Sheet with the statement of authorship and the indication of the copyright; 

1.4. Dedication and acknowledgements (optional); 

1.5. Two summaries, one written in Portuguese and another in English (Abstract), up to 300 words each 
and accompanied by 4 to 6 keywords; 

1.6. When necessary, certain parts of the work including attachments may be presented only in 
computer-readable form;  

1.7. Indexes. The work may include the indexes needed, examples of which are: index of subjects, 
figures, index of tables; 

1.8. Lists of abbreviations, acronyms and symbols, etc., where applicable;  

1.9. Main text consisting of a set of chapters; 

1.10. Bibliography; 

1.11. Attachment (s)/Attachment (s). 
 
2 - Presentation and printing 

 

2.1. Language – The work can be written in Portuguese or English. In dully justified situations, the 
Scientific Council can authorize the writing in other languages. In the case of being written in 
English, the work must contain an abstract in Portuguese of at least 1000 words; 

2.2. Production and font size - the text, excluding annexes and bibliography, reference will be about 100 
pages in A4 format, font "Times New Roman" or equivalent, size 12; 

2.3. Paper-Type - Must be used an A4 format white paper of good quality; 

2.4. Margins and spaces – The margins (top, bottom and sides) to observe will be, on every page, at 
least 2.5 cm. Use a line spacing of 1.5 in body text and 1 for the endnotes page, captions, 
bibliography and acknowledgements; 

2.5. Paging - All pages preceding the main body text of the dissertation (thanks, abstracts, indexes, etc.) 
must be numbered with lowercase Roman numerals, centered at the bottom or right, from the 
front page on. All pages of the dissertation text must be numbered in a continuous sequence in 
Arabic numbering from number 1, centered at the bottom or right. The numbering sequence shall 
be extended to pages with tables, figures, appendices, etc, included in the thesis. The subtitle of the 
chapter may appear in the header or footer (optional). 

 
3 - Cover and spine 
 

The cover must comply with the following indications: 
 

3.1. UAlgFE logo; 
3.2.  Title and subtitle (if any); 
3.3. Full name of the applicant; 
3.4. Reference to academic degree conferring, e.g. dissertation/report/project for obtaining the Degree 

of ... in ...  
3.5. Identification of the supervisor (s);  
3.6. Year of submission of work. 
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Whenever it is thick enough for printing, the spine should contain the information indicated in the 
template below. 

 

4 - Declaration of authorship of the work and indication of copyrights. 
 
4.1. After the cover sheet, a sheet must be inserted containing: 
 

i) The title of the work;  

ii) The indication: "Work authorship statement ";  

iii) Signature of the candidate, after the following text: "I declare to be the author of this work, 
which is unique and unprecedented. Authors and works consulted are properly cited in the text 
and are included in the listing of references included. " 

4.2. On the same sheet, there must be included "Copyright" in the name of the UAlg student, followed 
by the phrase: "the University of Algarve has the right, perpetual and without geographical 
boundaries, to archive and make public this work through printed copies reproduced in paper or 
digital form, or by any other means known or to be invented, to broadcast it through scientific 
repositories and allow its copy and distribution with educational or research purposes, non-
commercial purposes, provided that credit is given to the author and Publisher. " 

 

5 - Illustrative material 
 

Any photos inserted in the work should be of good quality and will be referred to as figures. 
All materials (e.g., diagrams, maps) of a dimension greater than A4 must be presented properly folded 
so as to stay within the dimensions of the paper and in sequence of the text to which it belongs. 

 
6 - Tables, graphs and figures 

 

Figures, tables, diagrams, graphs and tables must be numbered and captioned properly. For the 
numbering will be used two numbers separated by a period (e.g.: 3.16). The first number designates the 
chapter to that figure (or frame, etc.), and the second, the order number of the figure (or frame, etc.) 
within the chapter. 
 

It should be noted that the figures, tables, diagrams, graphs and tables will form different numbering 
sequences. 
 

All tables, graphs and figures should be presented next to the main text to which they belong. 
 

7 - Bibliography 
 
Bibliographical references should be presented in accordance with internationally adopted standards in 
accordance with the scientific area where the work is included. 
 

8 - Presentation of the work in digital form 
 

The work delivered in digital form must be encoded in PDF format. 
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ANEX II 
 

Student representation in the institutions, composition, competence and mandates of the course 
Directions, course Directors and course Commissions, in accordance with the statutes of the 

Faculty. 
 
 

I. Election and representation of students in the Faculty institutions 
 

1 -  Two students are part in the composition of the Pedagogical Council of the Faculty, to be elected 
from among the students of the 2 cycle courses. 

2 -   Two students are part in the composition of each master’ course Commission, to be elected from 
among the students of the respective course. 

 
II. Composition and mandate of the course Direction, course Director and course Commission 

 
1 -  The Direction of each 2 cycle course is composed of at least three PhD teachers, appointed by the 

Director of the Faculty, having heard the Scientific Council. 

2 -  The course Director is appointed by the Director of the Faculty, from among the teachers in the course 
direction. 

3 -  Each 2 cycle course Commission is made up of the course Director, the remaining teachers belonging 
to the course direction and two students elected by the students of the course. 

4 -  The mandate of the teachers of the course Directions and course commissions is of two years. 

5 -  The mandate of the students in the course committees is annual. 
 

III. Powers of the course Direction, course Director and course Commission 
 

1 -  The course Direction shall: 
 

a) Cooperate with the Pedagogical Committee in the process of preparation of the course timetable; 

b) Coordinate the day-to-day operation of the course, particularly with regard to interdisciplinary and 
programmatic organization; 

c) Implement the procedures for the course recognition of qualifications and accreditation; 

d) Ensure compliance with pedagogical guidelines and general methods of teaching and evaluation, 
showing educational failures to the President of the Pedagogical Council; 

e) Cooperate with the Pedagogical Council in the process of drafting the proposal for fixing the dates 
of the tests of the various periods of examination; 

f) Promote actions of broadcasting for the course, with the permission of the Director of the Faculty; 

g) Propose measures leading to a better integration of graduates in the labor market; 

h) Contribute to the course self-assessment process, drawing up the annual operating report and 
submitting it to the Pedagogical Council at the end of each school year. 

i) Perform all other functions delegated to him by the Scientific Council. 


